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Article Title:  Eagle Ridge’s David Kwok Spearheaded Campaign to Build 
Rossmoor’s World Class Table Tennis Facility.  

Rossmoor is about people, not just buildings.  Every structure, 
whether the event center or the table tennis facility, had someone who 
imagined it and made the dream come true.  David Kwok is such a person.   
The gentleman from Eagle Ridge spearheaded a nine-year campaign to 
build a world class table tennis facility in Rossmoor.  As Rossmoor Table 
Tennis Club (RTTC) president (2007-11) and planning committee chair, 
Kwok used facts, logic and gentle pressure from fellow club members to 
make his dream a reality.  Examples: a 1607 signature petition drive and 
filling the Golden Rain Foundation (GRF) Board meetings with members in 
red shirts in support of table tennis.  

David Kwok and his wife Lily made Rossmoor home in 1998 long after the 
Rossmoor Table Tennis Club (RTTC) was founded in 1972.  Kwok played 
three times a week and became one of the better players.  He was men’s 
doubles champion from 2001 to 2005 and received a 1034 USTTA rating—
40% that of an Olympic player. Doubles’ partner (2004) Dutch Helmus, 
described David,   “…good partner, played penholder style.  A take charge 
guy and smart.”

David Kwok was born in Hong Kong, grew up in Shanghai where he played 
table tennis as a teenager at school and at home.  He graduated from 
Stanford University and spent most of his working life at Dow Chemical in 
the US and Hong Kong.  As a “take charge guy” Kwok led the nine year 
campaign to build a state of art table tennis center for all Rossmoor 
residents.  

In 1998, when Kwok arrived in Rossmoor, club members played in two 
rooms dedicated to table tennis in Stanley Dollar’s son’s house (Junior 
Dollar) on the site of the Creekside complex.  In 2004 Kwok and other 



club members submitted table tennis specs to move the two rooms to the 
proposed Creekside complex.  

When the Creekside plans came back March 25, 2004 shoving table tennis 
into a multipurpose room with roll away tables, Kwok and his fellow club 
members sprang into action.  In just one month, 20 RTTC members 
collected 1607 signatures on petitions in support of a dedicated table 
tennis center—17% of Rossmoor.  On average each member collected 80 
signatures.

After Kwok presented these petitions to the GRF board at its June 24 
meeting, Board President Diane C. Mader assured Kwok and RTTC by 
letter that the multipurpose room proposal had no support on the board 
and the board would “seek to address the concerns expressed in the 
petitions and will look for suitable space, if not at Creekside, at another 
Rossmoor location.”

In January 2006 the city of Walnut Creek condemned Junior Dollar due to 
toxic mold in the old structure.   GRF decided to install trailers as 
temporary quarters for table tennis in the Hillside parking lot.  But the 
Walnut Creek building department dithered and delayed action on the 
triple wide trailers.  Only after RTTC President Kwok, former president 
Norm Baskin and Rossmoor News editor Maureen O’Rourke spoke at the 
August 1, 2006 City Council meeting was approval granted.  

By 2008 Kwok and his fellow club members had been advocating for a 
facility before the GRF board and city bodies for four years and still no 
permanent table tennis facility was in the works.

A new approach was needed.  On August 28, 2008 the red shirt wave of 
members arrived at the GRF board meeting and on the front page of the 
Rossmoor News.  Thirty table tennis members in red shirts stood filling 
Peacock Hall in support of a new table tennis building. RTTC member 
Dutch Helmus told the board, “Table tennis is fun way for seniors to get 
exercise and practice  hand eye coordination.”   When President Kwok 
explained that table tennis needs a specialized facility just like tennis or 



lawn bowling, the board received his words with renewed interest. The 
club’s proposal for a Hillside building was accepted later in December.   

 Jerry Gabriel, club member and an architect, joined the RTTC planning 
committee in 2010.  Gabriel translated the table tennis specs into 
architect’s language that put a price tag on each element including floor 
space, ceiling height, and indirect lighting. Kwok also understood 
numbers from his time in finance at Dow.  Kwok’s leadership skills 
impressed Gabriel, “David was generous in giving committee members 
roles and credit for what they did.  He patiently listened and then 
concluded saying ‘I think this is the right thing to do.’  Kwok and Gabriel 
met one on one with several sympathetic GRF board members in their 
homes to explain the plans and answer questions.  

Kwok and RTTC members continued the red wave at subsequent GRF 
board meetings and were on page one in the Rossmoor News.  He spoke to 
the GRF board 17 times, but he wasn’t acting as a Lone Ranger, rather as 
part of a team bringing a state of the art table tennis facility  to 
Rossmoor.   RTTC called members in red shirts to Peacock Hall GRF 
meetings in 2011 for the design contract vote and 2012 for the 
construction contract.    After Kwok and RTTC architect Gabriel 
demonstrated that moving table tennis into an existing space would 
double the cost due to necessary modifications and replacement costs, 
the board approved the design contract and in 2012, the construction 
contract.  The final vote was unanimous for the construction contract.

Nine years later the dream came true at a different location just as GRF 
President Mader promised.  On June 21, 2013 Kwok, club members and 
local officials from Rossmoor and Walnut Creek dedicated the Hillside 
table tennis facility.  Kwok exclaimed to the crowd “Wow, if it is this 
good, it was is worth the fighting for.  If it is that beautiful, it was 
certainly worth waiting for.”  Now residents and approximately 350 
members can play on five tables in a world class dedicated table tennis 
facility. 

Fran Free, President of RTTC, commented: “What an incredible legacy for 
David and his team! Table tennis players will be forever grateful for 
David’s leadership, persistence, as well as determination, to get the job 
done so that Rossmoorians, now and in the future, can enjoy this 



wonderful sport.” 

For more information about table tennis stop by the table tennis 
clubhouse at Hillside, visit our web site at http://
rossmoorttc.wordpress.com or call club  President, Fran Free at 
650-224-4118 or club Secretary, Jane Vinson at 925-938-3843. 
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